Chapter 7 Objectives

A thorough study of Chapter 7 should enable the student to understand:

1. Thomas Jefferson’s views on education and the role of education in the concept of a “virtuous and enlightened citizenry.”  How these views were put into practice.

2. The indications of American cultural nationalism that were beginning to emerge during the first two decades of the nineteenth century.

3. The effects of the revolutionary era on religion and the changing religious patterns that helped bring on the Second Great Awakening.

4. The evidence noticeable in the first two decades that the nation was not destined to remain the simple, agrarian republic envisioned by Jefferson.

5. The political philosophy of Jefferson and the extent to which he was able to adhere to his philosophy while president.

6. The Jefferson-Federalist struggle over the judiciary---its causes, the main points of conflict and the importance of the outcome for the future of the nation.

7. President Jefferson’s constitutional reservations concerning the Louisiana Purchase and the significance of his decision to accept the bargain.

8. The reasons for President Jefferson’s sponsorship of the Lewis and Clark expedition and the importance of those explorations.

9. The many problems involved in understanding Aaron Burr and “his conspiracy”.

10. What Thomas Jefferson and James Madison were attempting to accomplish by “peaceful coercion” and why their efforts were not successful.

